Perinatal outcome following physicians' strike of 1983.
Organized public medical services were profoundly disturbed during the 4 months of the physicians' strike in 1983. An unknown proportion of patients were referred to private services, but only a minority of them attended the alternative centers. The findings during the strike and the following 6 months were compared with those of the year 1982. The incidence of high-risk cases and of multiple and premature deliveries were unchanged. There was a significant rise (P less than 0.01) in the rate of cesarean sections during the strike, 10.8%, compared with 7.8% in 1982. Also, a significant reduction in instrumental deliveries and labor inductions was observed during the strike and for 4 months afterwards. There was no change in the perinatal mortality (total and corrected) or in Apgar scores. This indicates that good perinatal results were achieved despite drastic disturbances in organized perinatal care.